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The following information is designed to assist the new
arrival to Sailgon during the first two or three weeks of his
stay. Only the very essential information is discussed hers.

BRIEFINGS

You will have the following briefings as soon ag possible
after your arrival:

Personnel Finance Security Medical
DUTY i:JURS

The normal duty hours in the Embassy and the Annex are 0800
to 1230 and 1430 to 1800 Monday thru Friday. On Saturdays
duty houre are fZrom 0830 to 1230, All offices are covered
on weekends.,

MEDICAL

All water should be boiled 30 minutes and filtered before
drinking, Filters are provided in all billeis. Othexr pre-
cautions will be discussed in a medical briefing shortly after
arrival. Should mediecal care be needed call the medieal
technician or the doctor at Tiger 467 (office) or 22417 (home)
for an appointment, Office is located at 83 Yen Do, Bldg #5.

PAY PROCEDURE

Ten days after the close of the pay period your check will be
deposited to your stateside allottee. The second Wednesday
after the close of the pay period, if your deposit slips are
being mailed, you should received notice of deposit. A trang-
fer allowance of $75 for people arriving from Washington is
payable when your PCS travel voucher is paid approximately

two weoks after your arrival., Payment is made in MPC.
mestions about other check cashing facilities will be included
in your briefings.

Official Americans are authorized to draw US$200 in Military
Payment Certifieates (MPC), commonly called Serip, per day.
The authorized facility for cashing checks is the Ameriean
Embassy's Norodem Compound, 4 Thong Nhut, Both the PX and

the Commimssary accept personal checkes for the exact amount of
the purchase, In addition, there is a check eaching faeility
at the entrance to the main PX where checks may be eashed for
MPC up to $50.0C. Piasters avre not aceepted in either the FX,
Coumigsary, or any American installation. It is advisable to
have some Scrip with you at all times. In no cases may American
dollars be used anywhere in Vietnam, MPC may be used in
American installations only, never in Vietnamese installations.

Other places to convert MPC into Piasters: 1. Brink BOQ,
2, Capitol BEQ, 3. Plaza BEQ, 4, Hung Dau BEGQ, 5. MAC-V,
Tran Hung Dac, :

PX AND COMMISSARY

Commissary card applications will be completed am part of in-
processing. Normells it 4g ceven dave befors cards are received
from Commissary
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The Navy Exchange (PX) and Commiksary stock popular brand

jtems found in the U,S. Ration cards are issued whieh ration
your purchase of eigarettes and liquor to six eartons, 3 bottles
of liquor, 3 bottles or wine or ¢hampagne, 3 bottles mixed
liquers, and 3 canses of beer per month.

The following items are aliso ratloned and will be réecorded on
MAC-V Ration Carde ir Section titled "controllable items.™

AUTHORIZED AUTHOR IZED

ITEN RATION ITEM RATION
Amplifisy 1 Tape Recorder; under
Camera, Movie 1 75,00 2
Camera, Still 2 Tape Recorder, over
Pan, Elegctrie 1 $75.00 1
Projector, Movie 1 Television 1
Projecter, Still 1 Tunay 1
Radio, under $£20,00 2 Typewriter 1
Radio, over $20.00 i Yateh 2
Reeord Player 1 Beer S ¢s

Cigarettesn 8 cts

Liquor(liqueurs & wines) 3 btls

Upen igsuance of new ration eards, record of previous purchases
will be tranrsforred to nev cards at time issued. in the event
duplicate ration c¢arde are issued upon report of loss or theft,
the entire section of controllable items will be blocked out at
tire of issue.

The PX locationg ars as Tollows:

Main Store & Commissary: “gn, Wed, Fri & Sat 10001800
Cholon jue & Thur 1000-2000

- 138 Nguyen Tri Phuung Sunday 1300-1700
Ph 60455

Tanr Son Nhut Store: Mon tnru Sat 1000-1800
2 ADVON Ares Sunday 1300~-170C

Brink Dally 1100-2100
Pn 40539

The Commissary is loeated at 136 Nguyen Tri Phuong, Cholon, the
samez premises as the Main PX Ph 60455 (Shopping tip: ideal shopping
time for the PX & Commissary 1830-2000). An Ewbagsy bus services
the PX & Commissary dajly leaving the Chancery at 1030 and 1500.
Notify Embassy Motor Pool Dispatcher (x254) 15 minutes before
departure.

MAIL

APO Postal Serviee is provided at four locations in the Saigon
aren. Adr Mail is normally dispatched daily. Letters postod
prior o 0730 will normally be prozessed in that day’s outgoing
patl., Civilians are required to pay postage on letters and
packages, Air mall to CONUS takes about 5 or 6 days while
gurface mall takes several weeks., Your personal mail is delivered
toyour section, There are letter drop boxes in all BOQ's and
BEQfs, A letter drop box is also loeated ip the Main Embassy

on the ground fleer., Alr wmail stamp: may 219 be puvrchased in
1the Embasey’s wail room,
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APOQ €629 Hours of Operation:
APO ©62% (HAC Conpound):

Parcel Pout/Stamps: O0800-1800
08302000 {ftues & Thur)

Movey Crders/Registry: 0800-1730
0500-1930 f{Tues & Thurj

UNET (MACV-TFY, UNIY 2 (MACY-XX, ONIT 3 {Xpelper Compound:

Parvel Post/Stamps: 0730-1900
Registry/doney Opdera: 0730-1839 {7 days a weask)

mNer 4 (Pent City "C") s

Paprcel Post/Stawrs: (500=1200
1300-1600 (Classd Thur}

ARMED FORCES RADIO STATICH

An Armad Perces Radie Station eperates 24 hours daily, pre-
genting » veriety of progran® from top U.S. Radio Networks
a8 well as complete local mugie and news programming. The
Station is reeeived on 540 kileeyeles on the standard broad-
east band apnd 99.9 megacynies on the FM band.

ARMED FCRCES TELEVISION

Armed Forces TV Saigon operates ou Channel 11 1830 to 2300

Mon thru Fri and 1230 thru 2300 on Sst aud Bun, If TV seis

are brousght to Vietna, ihey ghould be 530 eyveles as houre curvent
ig 50 ayeles, If your sob i8 60 cyeles you will encounter =
81light fileker, A poriable TV get with battery charger is
reoconmended. Repeater sictlious are now in operation in

Danang sud Ouni Nhon and within eone vear there will be eight
repenter sistionz through aut Vietnam,

POVEE SHCRTAGE

‘Due o present shortage of power, the CEE has been suspending
power veryingly from every three nights to every elght nights
fropr 1800-2315, There are sope interruptions ip the daytime
Prow 0700 to 180C hours but on » less regular basils as the
peak electrical period in the Saigon avez is not until night-
time,

BUILDIRG REPAIR OR MAINTENANCE

Thoze pergons quartered ir billets controlled by CSD/MACY
Saigon are:s {(execept hoiels) may telephone or visit the

Building Maintenance Unit 1acated in Warehouse #2, Yen Do
Strest, telaphone 50423 or Tiger 3824 for repsirs. Hours

of work sre G730 to 1200 and 1400 to 1800, Monday thru Saturday .
Emergency requests or notes may be delivered to the guard shed
(entrance) 8% Yen Do Sireet up untill 2330 hours, including
Saturdays aod Sundays, Written requisitions are not required
for repalir work, Requisitions ov memorandums (with sketchex)
are required for all new work and/cr iseneable itens originsting
fron the CSD Heusing Supply Sertion o ferom the Supply Opexa-
tion Sexion.
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24y problenw, & ~inltyv thoxe originating with the
. (loenl eleewvie, water and telephonw GONpRnLes
Gan corprected by vur worikers, however, they will insu:
Ehat the problem is repcried promptly to ihe proper authoril? ies.
and in some instesces, they czn arrange iox the delivery of
renaked water o your quaviers. DPreventive repaiyr and main-
senance tean workers are scheduvled to visit the larger guariei:
periodicalily while Thope persous peaupying small units or
apariments siould sall the sffice and arrapge for The Leanm
worzers to bo admitted ihru ipgtructions to ibe hnusekeeper:.
gervants, and guards s appropriste.

Qeoupants are expested to instill good housekeeping pragticag

and sgioty precautiens in thelr wervants and guards, Haiatenanes
Unit insireets apd teswches them the gare of nost major appliancss
1.9,, refrigerator-defrostiog weekly, deinking water fllfer,
vutane gas stove, washing machine, irons, voliage regulatory,
pte, The team workers will service the alr conditioning

unit: and replage light bulbs, tubes, fuses, ete. when notd{ied.
Fanoh worker will have his personal I.D. cavd. CSD identification
@ard and & copy of the jub erder (pink) will he loft for the
oceupant’s ianfermation.

Eilsctricity in Saigeb is in shory supply and im not eontral 2 ed
by transformers in each billet. Voltage can iluctuate frou

8% volts to 125 volim znd from 185 to 235 volis at B0 eyecles
and osecasionally there iu insuffielent amperes to start pumps
or major appliances during the peak u=e periode of the 24 =nouw
dsy.

HOUSING _

in nosit cases the initial housing assignment will be permanant
uniess i1t develops thal z reviaw should bz considered for
aperationul needs. In auy €ads. pricr approval will be
obtuined for any change, Shaved quariers require shaved
responsibilities for houwshold expensos, 1% iz recomunended
that understandings be astablished upon assignament. Unlesu
an emergency, requests for alterations or additionz to how: s-
hold furaishings will b2 submitted in wreiting.

LAUNDRY AND DRY CLEANING

Ameriesn dry eleaning facilitiew are provided in Vietnam.
A piek-up station i lo oted in the Brigk PX, Civilian
1sundries througheut the eliy vary in quality, but in most
vageon The standards are below those found in the 0.5,

TRANSPORTAT IO

Trangportation to and From your office ean usually be srranged
by officizl ear and driver, Tt is saggested that you check
with your supervisoer on the availability. During duty hou™s
and antil 2200 you may roguest an ofiieial eay and driver fex
officiul ox personal use. "Vhis request is made te the ioeal
motor pool dispeitcher Ly phons (60488) and a car will be there
ghertly. In the evenings at 1830, 1800 and 1930 a shuttle

ecar leaves from the wmain Fwbassy entrance. Thie is for thoegs
working late. Taxis ave in great demand and difficult to get.
Cycios whiebh are podd and cyeles which are motorlzed are
addicional means of tranmporiation. Cyelos are Bure expansive
£han taxis and before riding in cone it 18 wise to agree on’

a price to your destination, ¢ should be rememberad that
after 2200 hours taxi fare iy incveased by 50%. It iw up to
you to mske this cajeviation since the meter reads only the
normal fare, For axamnle. 1§ after 2200 you have a 10-plaster
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fepe, you ave expesbed to pay 10 plus 50% or 15 plasters,
The surfew now in effect in Saigon 1z frem 2300 until 0400,
Bveryone 1s gxpected to be off the streets during these
hours,

TEOBTH
Tippivg i8 largely a matter of judgmeut., In most restaurants
2 107 mex havge s added, Amsmall additional tip might
e glvep for exceptional sevviee. Tipping the taxi driver is
usually greatly appreniated., A rule of thund is to give the
eépdver the nesld amount divisible by five, Yoy oxample, fare
im 1% p's, bip is 3 p's, +otals 15 pirsiers.

2

BEADING MATERTALS

e

there ape three Saigen deilys: The Saigon Pest, the Salgon
paily Wews and the ¥Yietuan Guardian coeting about 15 piasters
ErehVany Freuch ahd Vielnamese journals are avallable. The
iia editien of Time and Newsweek is on sale every waek at
news stands for PHBouE 20 P8 each, The Stars and Stripes is
2 wilitary daily newspaper whish 1is d1eEFributea free to .
sneriean persenusl in Salgon but ona limited basis ~ 6ne CODY
fur evayy five per sons, A gubseription will be delivered teo
youp guarters fop $2.30 por month, Tel 31932, Viost of the
ropular U.8. boolks and nagazines sye on sale at the varloug
% feeilitles,

PIASTERS

BT

usod in Vietram i salled Plasters. Alnost all
vietnam curreney le papeyr note, rThere are denominations of
17, 5%, 10%s, 20%#, 50's, 100's, 200°'g, anhd B00's, Thare
are a Pow coibs, ususlly one and ten piasters, Plasters arve
ragarrﬁﬁ to as P's, The pregent rate of exchange i P31i8 .%o
UBEl . : .

The »upreang

BELIGLOUS SERVICES

cotholie: Mags on Sunday in ﬁmgligh at 0830, 0730, 0900,
1100, and 1330 al 43 Tu Xuong

Cathedrale de Nolre Dame, Keunedy Square: Hass
in English Sundays at npoon. '

Jewiuh:  Friday eveniag la Room 322 of Rex BOQ, 147 Nguyen Hue

Churahe 7 Tean Cao Vab

satornatisnel Prols

Advanitist: Susday at the Chapel of the feventh Day Adventisth
Hospitatl, 124 Vo Tanh, Gla Divh

Adngliean and Fplaeopal: Sunday at French Reformed Chureh,
2 Thung Nhut

Christian Scienece: Sundey at 69 Nguyen Du (in French only)
thureh of Cheisi: Sunday at 482 Hong Thap Tu

GYFICERS CLUBS AND MESSES

few Deanch, 147 Nguyen Hue
Apinks Praneh, 101 Hal Ba Trung

i » is requived for us2 in BOGQ., ALY DOD eivilians may
i b 1B v Hung Dad 4 sopy of travel orders musd
Y we b0 verify grade, WEC's ave used in all BOQ's., Meals

Approved For Release 2001/04/23 : CIA-RDP78-03088A000100010004-8



. Approved For Relhgde 2001/04/23 ; CIA-RDP78-03088A008g$0010004-8

OFTICEAS OLUBE AND MESSES (CONT®D) Page 8

cont spproximetely $.50 for hweakfast, $1.00 for lunch
and $1.00 for dinner, (Sunday dinner $2,00).

skinil lounges ave operated in conjunetion with each
moss. Entertainment (live music, movies, happy hours,
gookouts, etec,) iz provided on weekends and on various
eveni gs throughout the week, Membership is limited to
DOD eivilians: male GS-7 and above; females GS-01 and

abhove.

Meal Hours: Monday-Fridays Breakfast 0500-0300
Dinner 1730-2000
Lunch 1130-1330

A la carte 2000-2300

wpth clubs have a very pleasant open air terrace on the
roof for lunch, dinner and cocktails. Free movies are
ghown in both BOQ's.

Bear im mind that no public meeting place is considered
safe or secure., The following are the better places if
you have to eat out:

Raex BOQ, 147 Nguyea Hue

Bripks BOQ, 101 Hal Bz Trung

Interaational House (memkers & guests), 69-71 Nguyen Eue
Caravalle Hotel Roof, 122-~130 Tu Do

Majestic Hotel Roof; 1 Tu Do

Aterbae, Nguyen Hue

Club 23: located between the Embassy and the Embassy
Aunnex, commonly referred to as "The Cosmog". Cards will
be issued on arrival. IMPC is medium of exchange, Only
1ight snacks, breakfast and lunch are available. Beer
and mixed drinks are available from 1100-1430 and 1700-
2000 daily.

La Cigals, 13 Dinh Tien Hoang

Guillaume Tell, 32 Trinh Minh The

Kontiki, Z0 Phan Thanh Gian

L'Amiral, Thai Iap Thanh

Mayfair, 42 Gia Long '

Cheap Charlies, Hai Ba Trung (across from the Brink)
Van Cank, 148 Calmette

Olyuspia, 123 Le Loi

Arc En Ciel, Cholon; “Tran Hung Dao

Crazy Covw, 44 Dien Tien Hoang

Steak House, Le Thanh Ton and Tu Do

SOUE AECOMMENDED PRESAUTIONS (AmEmb Notice, 27 Jan €5)

1f you are involved in or are in the vinecinity of an
explosion and are hurt, remain at the scene until the
U.S. and ARV emergency crews arrive. These teans are
trained in expediting medical care to the injured, If
you are not injured de not investigate or remain in the
ares, Many terrorist bombings have baen followed by a
second and third blast minutes after the first,

2§E§§§uéﬂ2_§ALL§2§p Potential victims of purse snatchers
or pick-pockets can aseist in preventing these crimes by
keeping the hazard constantly i1 mind, Be alert to news-
boys, children and beggars.
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CAL. SRCURITYT OF QUARIERS: Back oceupant should

Y pu%uaaa& survey ofF his quasrters. Check each and
i OPQWl%W of any type ieo assure thalt it can be
reaszsnably saoured againsi forced entry. It g recognized
that = {a@ﬂyminad burglar, given sufficient time can force
bis way inte any vesidence using ocaly ordinary tools. The
abjscitlve s €0 secure esach opening so as 1o requirve the
sriminal 40 wake sufficiant moise or take sufficlent time
that he will we disgeversd before h¢ ¢an accomplish his
purseae.

FU P pour guersess £ an extended period of time
v 2@1 v bhak your $8rvan.s understand their responsi-
BRILvags or Rire a r@liawia watchwan,

SERWASER: Y1 35 recommesded that all domestic servants,
incluadag drivers, be chocked in the files of the Vietna~
sase poalice.  The Bmbassy ciffers this service.

Eg&g&ﬁggg Theek with your supervisor for guldance,

REPORYS ¥0 PCLICE: Every attempted or suecessful crime
Shouid b8 Pepor ERd iwmﬂdtaiely to the police station of

the districe in whish it occourved,

CHECHING ACCOYNTS: Any wewber of the U.S, Armed Forces
SOFPLiDg T5Eham inciudirg retired Hilitary pzrsonnelg
U8, F&tlmg # employed by ihe U.S. Govt or U.8. Gov't
agencies lacluding U.8. Suvernment Couniracters may open a
checking wogount witk eiiber the Chase llanbatten Bank orx
Bank of Am&*iuaa Thals ehecking accouat pays ifnterest
calcuﬁaaui gt 8% poa. will be credited to your account at
the end - anh ralenday gquacter provided the balauce of
nan ot fallen balow U.S. $100.00 during that

ioee 25 Aug. 1965 a curfew oxists
‘ 2nd all emnloyeea of the U, 8.

} Hmil cbserve a curfev {rom 2300 to (G400 daily.
All Qﬁfﬂ@dﬂzﬁ sre expected to be in rhair guarters exgept
for official business, Transit through the city between
these hours will be lismited to purpose of proceeding
betwezn SKa@eu of officianl duty or beiween residences aud
places o8 officlal duty.
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